
Menlo-Atherton High School  
Summer Reading List, 2009 

 
Freshmen  Sophomores  Juniors Senior Electives 

 
English I  
Choose one of the following: 
• The Rag and Bone Shop by 

Robert Cormier 
• Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 

 
AS English I 
Required Reading: 
• The Count of Monte Cristo by 

Alexandre Dumas 

 
English II  
Required Reading: 
• The Absolutely True Diary of a 

Part-Time Indian by Sherman 
Alexie 

 
AS English II 
Required Reading: 
• Grendel by John Gardner 
AND 
Choose one of the following: 
• Timeline by Michael Crichton 
• The Awakening by Kate Chopin 

 
English III  
Choose one of the following: 
• On the Road by Jack Kerouac 
• Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side 

of the All-American Meal by Eric 
Schlosser 

• A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a 
Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah 

• Hero by S.L. Rottman 
 
AS English III 
Required Reading: 
• Special Topics in Calamity 

Physics by Marisha Pessl 
• One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s 

Nest by Ken Kesey 
 
AP Language 
Required Reading: 
• Mountains Beyond Mountains by 

Tracy Kidder  
• Last Chance to See by Douglas 

Adams 
 

 
English IV SDAIE 
Required Reading: 
• A Raisin in the Sun by Lorraine 

Hansberry 
 
AP Literature 
Required Reading: 
• Middlesex by Jeffrey Eugenides 
• The Quiet American by Graham 

Greene 
 
English IV: Humanities  
Choose one of the following: 
• Highwire Moon by Susan 

Straight 
• The Curious Incident of the Dog 

in the Night-Time by Mark 
Haddon 

 
English IV: Creative Writing  
Required Reading: 
• Wild Mind: Living the Writer’s 

Life by Natalie Goldberg 
• Flash Fiction Forward: 80 Very 

Short Stories by James Thomas 
and Robert Shapard 

 
 


