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A.  General Population of Parents 
Strategies for Helping Parents Understand Standards-Based Education & Standardized Testing 
 

Topic Title URL/Source Producer Format Publication 
Date 

Languages 
Available 

Accountability Overview of the School Base Reports for 2004 
Based on the Academic Performance Index 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
ac/ap/documents/overvie
w04b.pdf 

CDE 3-pg. PDF March 2005 English & 
Spanish 

Accountability Overview of 2004 Similar Schools Ranks 
Based on the Academic Performance 
Index 
 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
ac/ap/documents/simschl0
4b.pdf 

CDE 4-pg PDF March 2005 English & 
Spanish 

Accountability State Accountability Report Card  for 2003-
2004 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
ac/sc/documents/reportcar
d0304.pdf 

CDE 20-pg PDF March 2005 English & 
Spanish 

Accountability 2005 Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) 
Criteria Summary 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
ac/ay/documents/aypcriter
ia05.pdf 

CDE 2-pg PDF June 2005 English 

Accountability Guide: The State's Official Measures of 
School Performance 

http://edsource.org/pdf/pe
rfmeasguide05.pdf 

EdSource 4-pg PDF June 2005 English & 
Spanish 

Accountability California’s School Accountability System 
Under the Federal No Child Left Behind Act 
(NCLB) 

http://edsource.org/pub_e
dfct_ayp.cfm 

EdSource Webpage 
article 

November 
2004 

English 

Accountability The Academic Performance Index (API) http://edsource.org/pub_e
dfct_api.cfm 

EdSource Webpage 
article 

2005 English 

Accountability Accountability Overview 
Topics: 
• Standards-based reform and NCLB 
• Accountability based on student scores 
• Public reporting on progress 
• Consequences and interventions 
• Questions & Issues 

http://edsource.org/edu_a
cc.cfm 

EdSource Webpage 
article 

2005 English 

Accountability - 
districts 

Q&A: Holding School Districts Accountable http://edsource.org/pub_q
a_districtacc.cfm 

EdSource 2-page PDF August 2005 English 
(Spanish 
soon) 

Accountability - 
schools  

A Guide for Californians: The State's Official 
Measures of School Performance 

http://edsource.org/pub_e
dfct_perf_meas.cfm 

EdSource 4-pg PDF June 2005 English & 
Spanish 
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California 
Reading List 

The interactive, individualized California 
Reading List, based on student’s grade and 
reading list number from the CAT/6 Reading 
Test 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/sr/readinglist.asp#whic
hlist 

CDE Database Last Modified: 
8-25-04  

English 

       
Content 
standards 

California Commitment: Raising Academic 
Standards for All Students 

Burnside, EdSource EdSource 15-minute 
video 

2003 English & 
Spanish 

Content 
standards 

Content Standards (K-12): 
• English Language Arts, 92 pp. 
• Mathematics, 72 pp. 
• History-Social Science, 72 pp. 
• Science, 62 pp. 
• Visual and Performing Art, 172 pp. 
• Dance, 39 pp. 
• Music, 39 pp. 
• Theatre, 39 pp. 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/
st/ss/index.asp 

CDE HTML and 
PDF 

Last Modified: 
6-28-05  

English & 
Spanish 

Content 
standards 

Standards and Curriculum Overview 
• The concept of standards-based education 
• States control the standards-setting process 
• Standards-setting in California 
• The curriculum adoption process 

http://edsource.org/edu_st
a.cfm 

EdSource Webpage  2005 English 

Content 
standards 

Parent handbooks on the four standards. 
Topics in each handbook include:   
� Why the Subject Is Important  
� Ways to Help Your Children Succeed 
� Standards & Frameworks: What They Are  
� Subject Curriculum Overview 
� Planning for Your Child’s Success: Help 

with Making Decisions 
� Examples of subject Resources 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/
pf/pf/index.asp?print=yes 

CDE Word doc & 
PDF versions 

7-04 English 

Content 
standards 

• Parent Handbook for English-Language 
Arts 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/
pf/pf/index.asp?print=yes 

CDE 28 pgs. 7-04 English 

Content 
standards 

• Parent Handbook for History-Social 
Science 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/
pf/pf/index.asp?print=yes 

CDE 34 pgs. 7-04 English 

Content 
standards 

• Parent Handbook for Mathematics http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/
pf/pf/index.asp?print=yes 

CDE 31 pgs. 7-04 English 
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Content 
standards 

• Parent Handbook for Science http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/
pf/pf/index.asp?print=yes 

CDE 28 pgs. 7-04 English 

Math standards “Q&A: California’s Demanding Mathematics 
Standards” 

http://edsource.org/pdf/qa
_mathenglish304.pdf 

Edsource 2-sided 
handout 

3-04 English & 
Spanish 

       
Data  DataQuest - Reports for accountability, test 

data, enrollment, graduates, dropouts, course 
enrollments, staffing, and English learners 

http://data1.cde.ca.gov/dat
aquest/ 

CDE Database  English 

Data  DataQuest: Parents Reference Page http://data1.cde.ca.gov/dat
aquest/DQP.htm 

CDE Database  English 

Data  Ed-Data: Fiscal, Demographic & Performance 
Data on California’s K-12 Schools + 
Education Issues  

http://www.ed-
data.k12.ca.us/welcome.a
sp 

Ed-Data 
partners: 
ACOE, CDE, 
EdSource, 
FCMAT 

Website and 
database 

2005 English 

Data  CAHSEE Reference Materials   
• Interpreting CAHSEE Scores, May 2005 
• Interpreting CAHSEE Scores, March 2005 
• Interpreting CAHSEE Scores, February 

2005 

http://www.ets.org/cahsee
/library.html 
 
 

ETS 
(Educational 
Testing 
Service) 

webpage Updated: 7-18-
05 
 

English 

       
Glossary • Glossary 

• Commonly Used Education Acronyms 
• Agency Acronyms 

http://edsource.org/glo.cf
m 

EdSource website 2005 English 

       
Testing Assessment Overview 

Topics include: 
• Types & purposes of assessment 
• Quality criteria 
• Assessment in California 
• The STAR program 
• High School Exit Exam 
• English Language Development 
• Additional standardized testing programs 

http://edsource.org/edu_as
s.cfm 

EdSource webpage 2005 English 

Accountability - 
schools  

A Guide for Californians: The State's Official 
Measures of School Performance 

http://edsource.org/pub_e
dfct_perf_meas.cfm 

EdSource 4-pg PDF June 2005 English & 
Spanish 

Testing: 
CAHSEE & 

2004 Summary Reports for CAHSEE and 
STAR: Press Briefing Packet 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/sa/documents/pressptks
umres0804.pdf 

CDE 67-pg PDF 8-12-04 English 
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STAR 2004 
Testing: 
CAHSEE 

Preparing for the California High School Exit 
Examination (CAHSEE): A Mathematics 
Study Guide 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/hs/mathguide.asp 
Entire guide and 
individual  sections can be 
downloaded 

CDE 98 pgs. 12-04 English 

Testing: 
CAHSEE 

Preparing for the California High School 
(CAHSEE): An English-language Arts Study 
Guide 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/hs/elaguide.asp 
Entire guide and 
individual  sections can be 
downloaded 

CDE 146 pgs. 12-04 English 

Testing: 
CAHSEE 

Notifying Parents and Guardians for the 
2005–06 School Year: Assistance Packet for 
School Districts and Schools 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/hs/documents/asstpkt05
06.pdf 

CDE 16-pg. PDF June 2005 English  

Testing: 
CAHSEE 

• “Notice to Parents and Guardians” http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/hs/notice0506.asp 

CDE HTML July 2005 English (in 
Spanish soon) 

Testing: 
CAHSEE 

• “Questions and Answers for Parents and 
Guardians” 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/hs/info0506.asp 

CDE HTML July 2005 English (in 
Spanish soon) 

Testing: 
CAHSEE 

• “Sample School Letter to Parents and 
Guardians” 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/hs/sampleltr0506.asp 

CDE HTML July 2005 English (in 
Spanish soon) 

Testing: 
CAHSEE 

• Spotlight on CAHSEE #1: “What is the 
CAHSEE? Graduation Requirements, 
2005-06 Testing Dates” 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/hs/cahseeins1.asp 

CDE HTML July 2005 English (in 
Spanish soon) 

Testing: 
CAHSEE 

• Spotlight on CAHSEE #2: “What If My 
Child Does Not Pass? Supplemental 
Instruction” 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/hs/cahseeins2.asp 

CDE HTML July 2005 English (in 
Spanish soon) 

Testing: 
CAHSEE 

California High School Exit Exam: Released 
Mathematics Questions 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/hs/documents/rtqmath1
004.pdf 

CDE 56-pg. PDF October 2004 English 

Testing: 
CAHSEE 

October 2004 ELA Released Test Questions. 
Entire document and individual sections. 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/hs/elartq.asp 

CDE 129-pg. PDF October 2004 English 

Testing: 
CAHSEE 

“CAHSEE: Questions and Answers for 
Parents and Guardians” 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/hs/documents/cahseeqa
2004.pdf 

CDE 2-pg. PDF 8-04 English  

Testing: 
CAHSEE 

CAHSEE Results Reporting Site http://cahsee.cde.ca.gov/ CDE website Last Modified: 
8-16-04  

English 

Testing: 
CAHSEE 

“Questions and Answers for Administrators 
about the Postponement of the CAHSEE 
Requirement”  

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/hs/documents/ud07160
3qanda.pdf 

CDE 3-pg. PDF July 2003 English 
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Testing: 
CAHSEE 

The California High School Exam http://www.ets.org/cahsee
/ 

ETS website Last Updated: 
07/20/2005 

English 

Testing:  
STAR 2005 

2005 STAR Program:  Pretest Information for 
Parents and Guardians/Assistance Packet for 
School Districts and Schools  

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/sr/documents/pretestinf
opkt.pdf 

CDE 38-pg. PDF 
booklet 

3-05 English only 

Testing:  
STAR 2005 

• “Sample Letter: Before CAPA Testing 
Begins” from 2005 Pretest Information 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/sr/capasampleltr.asp 

CDE 1 page Last Modified: 
5-12-05 

English & 
Spanish 

Testing:  
STAR 2005 

• “Sample Principal's Letter Before Testing 
Begins” from 2005 STAR Program: Pretest 
Information for Parents and Guardians 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/sr/starsampleltr.asp 

CDE 1 page Last Modified: 
3-18-05 

English & 
Spanish 

Testing:  
STAR 2005 

• “What is the STAR Program? When Does It 
Happen?” (Sample Newsletter Insert #One) 
from 2005 STAR Program: Pretest 
Information for Parents and Guardians 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/sr/samplenewsltr1.asp 

CDE 2-pg. Word 
& PDF 

Last Modified: 
3-18-05 

English & 
Spanish 

Testing:  
STAR 2005 

• “Why more than one test?” (Sample 
Newsletter Insert #2) from 2005 STAR 
Program: Pretest Information for Parents 
and Guardians 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/sr/samplenewsltr2.asp 

 2-pg Last Modified: 
5-12-05 

English & 
Spanish 

Testing:  
STAR 2005 

• “What Types of Questions Are on the 
Tests?” (Sample Newsletter Insert #3) from 
2005 STAR Program: Pretest Information 
for Parents and Guardians 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/sr/samplenewsltr3.asp 

CDE 2-pg. Word Last Modified: 
3-18-05 

English & 
Spanish 

Testing:  
STAR 2005 

• “How Do We Help Students Who Need 
Special Assistance?” (Sample Newsletter 
Insert #4) from 2005 STAR Program: 
Pretest Information for Parents and 
Guardians 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/sr/samplenewsltr4.asp 

CDE 2-pg. Last Modified: 
3-18-05 

English & 
Spanish 

Testing:  
STAR 2005 

• “What Kinds of Score Reports Will Parents 
Receive?” (Sample Newsletter Insert #5) 
from 2005 STAR Program: Pretest 
Information for Parents and Guardians 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/sr/samplenewsltr5.asp 

CDE 3-pg. Last Modified: 
3-18-05 

English & 
Spanish 

Testing:  
STAR 2005 

• “How Are STAR Program Results Used?”  
(Sample Newsletter Insert #6) from 2005 
STAR Program: Pretest Information for 
Parents and Guardians 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/sr/samplenewsltr6.asp 

CDE 3-pg. Last Modified: 
3-18-05 

English & 
Spanish 

Testing:  
STAR 

“2003 and 2004 CST Released Test 
Questions” 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
tg/sr/css05rtq.asp 

CDE Links to ~ 30 
20-pg. PDFs 

Last Modified: 
3-24-05 

English 

       
Title I – Parental Involvement in Title I Schools http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ CDE 2-pg PDF 2005 English 
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Parental 
Involvement 

sw/t1/documents/parentalf
lyer.pdf 

brochure 

Title I - 
Accountability 

Program Improvement http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
ac/ti/programimprov.asp 

CDE  Last Modified: 
3-29-05  

English 

Title I - 
Accountability 

• Parent Notification Letter template http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
ac/ti/leatempeng.asp 

CDE webpage September 
2004 

 

Title I -  
Accountability 

Supplemental Educational Services & 
Providers. For students who are not meeting 
reading and math content standards and are 
from low-income families. 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/
ac/ti/supplemental.asp 

CDE Webpage 
with links 

Last Modified 
9-5-05 

English 

       
Title I –  
Content 
standards 

Improving Academic Achievement 
Explains the specific purposes of Titles I’s  
Parts A-I in helping disadvantaged students 
meet state academic content and performance 
standards. Links to text of law. 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/
sw/t1/ 

CDE Webpage Last modified 
4-20-05  

English 

Title I – 
Parental 
involvement 

"Parental Involvement in Title I Schools" 
What the CDE, local educational agencies and 
schools must do to promote parental 
involvement in schools that receive Title I 
funds. 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/
sw/t1/titleIpf.asp 

CDE 2-page 
brochure 

1-11-05 English 

Title I –  
Parental 
involvement 

Parental Involvement: Guidance 
This guide assists SEAs, LEAs, and schools in 
administering the parental involvement 
provisions of Title I, Part A. 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/
sw/t1/titleIpf.asp 

U.S. DOE 51-page 
manual in 
Word 

4-23-04 English 

Title I –  
Parent & 
community 
involvement 

Parental Involvement from the Practitioner's 
Perspective, a panel discussion 

http://www.ed.gov/admin
s/comm/parents/pntinv.ht
ml 

U.S. DOE Webcast or 
script 

  

Title I –  
Section 1118  

Text of No Child Left Behind Act of 2001, 
Title I, Part A. Section 1118. Parental 
Involvement Subsections a, b, c, d 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/
sw/t1/section1118.asp 

CDE HTML Last Modified 
8-16-05  

English 
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Additional resources for the general parent population 
 

Topic Title URL/Source Producer Format Publication 
Date 

Languages 
Available 

College Questions and Answers about California 
Colleges and Universities  

http://edsource.org/pub_q
a_college05.cfm 

EdSource HTML    English & 
Spanish 

 • A Guide to California’s Community 
Colleges  

http://edsource.org/pdf/G
uidetoColleges.pdf 

EdSource 2-pg. PDF April 2005 English & 
Spanish 

 • Community College: A First Step to a 
Bachelor’s Degree 

http://edsource.org/pdf/C
C_AFirstStep.pdf 

EdSource 2-pg. PDF April 2005 English & 
Spanish 

 • A Guide to UC Admissions Policies 
 

http://edsource.org/pdf/U
Cs.pdf 

EdSource 2-pg. PDF April 2005 English & 
Spanish 

 • A Guide to CSU Admissions Policies http://edsource.org/pdf/C
SUs.pdf 

EdSource 2-pg. PDF April 2005 English & 
Spanish 

College Executive Summary. Quality, Access, Low 
Cost: Can California's Community Colleges 
Do It All? 

http://edsource.org/pub_e
dfct_commcollege.cfm 

EdSource HTML  English 

       

Education facts Fact Book 2005 – Handbook of Education 
Information 
� Family Involvement 
� American Indian Education Centers 
� Coordinated School Health 
� Healthy Start 
� The California Healthy Kids Survey 
� Positive Youth Development 
� After School Education & Safety Progrm 
� Cal-SAFE 
� CalSERVE 
� State School Attendance Review Board 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/
pn/fb/yr05partnership.asp 

CDE 6-page PDF 6-30-05 English 

       

Family-School 
Partnerships  

Web sites that provide information to assist in 
the building of partnerships among families, 
schools, and communities. 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/
pf/pf/resources.asp 

CDE Webpage  Last modified 
3-15-05 

English & 
Spanish 

Family-School 
Compacts 

Tip Sheet: Linking a School-Family Compact 
to Learning  

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/
pf/pf/ 

Anne T. 
Henderson, 
Insti for Edu. & 
Social Policy 

2-page PDF 2004 English 

Family-School 
Compacts 

Information and samples of family-school 
compacts. High School sample is coming 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/
pf/pf/ 

CDE 1- and 2-pg 
PDFs & Docs 

Last modified 
9-7-05 

English 
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soon. 
Family Area 
Network listserv 

E-mail announcements (entitled FAN mail), 
with information about family involvement 
activities, legislation, funding opportunities, 
and more. 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/
pf/pf/ 

CDE   English 

Parent 
involvement 

SBE policy on Parent Involvement: State 
Board of Education Policy #89-01. 1994. 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/
ms/po/policy89-01-
sep1994.asp 

CDE 3-page PDF 
or DOC 

Last modified 
5-3-05 

English 

Parent 
involvement 

Parent/Family -  
Information for parents and family members 
about becoming involved in the education of 
their children 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/
pf/pf/ 

CDE webpage Last Modified: 
6-23-05  

English 

Parent 
involvement 

• Family-School Partnership Act http://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/
pf/pf/fampartact.asp 

CDE HTML Last Modified: 
4-8-05  

English 

Parent 
involvement 

• Parents' Rights 
 Legal rights of parents to participate in their 

children's education  

 
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov
/cgi-
bin/displaycode?section=e
dc&group=51001-
52000&file=51100-51102 

Legal Citation: 
Chapter 864, 
Statutes of 1998 
Education Code 
sections 51100-
51102 

HTML  English 
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